
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
    Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
    Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
 
Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during August: 

Songleader: Peter (2), Chandler (9), 
Stanley (16), Larry (23), David (30) 

Reading: Mike 
Announcements: Robert 
Table: Marty, Stanley, David, Peter 

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (5), Stanley 
(12), Larry (19) , Kris (26) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Marty 
(2), Stanley (9), Robert (16), Larry 
(23), Kris (30)  

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL  35620 

“Behold, how good and how  
pleasant it is for brothers to  

dwell together in unity!”  
—Psalm 133:1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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The Bible Doesn’t Say 
“Don’t Do It,” Does It? 

 

By Wayne Jackson 
 

Solomon once wrote that 
“there is no new thing under the 
sun,” Eccl 1:9. Certainly that saying 
is true with reference to the 
arguments that a swelling 
“progressive” element within the 
church is employing in defense of 
the idea that the use of musical 
instruments is permissible in 
Christian worship. Or at the very 
least, they allege, the issue is not 
one that should prevent fellowship 
between churches of Christ and 
denominational groups that use 
the instrument. 

Professors in several colleges 
are attempting to argue this case, 
and a number of churches already 

have begun incorporating the 
instrument into their services. An 
even greater number contends 
that the matter is of no 
consequence, and there is little 
doubt that these will have the 
instrument in the not-too-distant 
future. 

It once was the case that those 
who advocated the instrument 
attempted to make arguments 
that were at least remotely related 
to the biblical text. But those 
arguments proved to be so 
baseless that most of them have 
been abandoned. The mantra now 
appears to be that stale quip, “The 
Bible doesn’t say, ‘don’t do it.’“ 



One cannot but believe that 
with some of these folks it would 
not matter if the Bible explicitly 
stated, “You must not use 
mechanical music in Christian 
worship.” They would do it 
anyway, for they are “will-
worshippers,” Col 2:23, who are 
enamored with carnality, rather 
than truth. 

Imagine for a moment the 
following scenario. A man takes his 
car into an automotive repair 
shop. He informs the proprietor 
that the vehicle is not running 
smoothly and he wants a tune-up. 
When the customer returns the 
following day, he is presented with 
a bill for more than $2,000. In 
addition to the tune-up, the 
repairman installed new brakes, a 
muffler, a carburetor, a fuel pump, 
and a new set of tires. The 
customer is enraged and protests: 
“I did not authorize these extra 
expenditures!” “I know that,” the 
mechanic responds, “but you did 
not say not to do it.” Suppose the 
case is taken to court. How do you 
reckon a judge would rule? 

The issue is one of authority. 
While we recognize that there are 
many laws in the Bible that are 
explicitly negative, one may not 
draw the inference that everything 
is permitted that is not specifically 
condemned. 

In the table of the Ten 

Commandments, the Lord said 
regarding “graven images,” i.e., 
idol gods, “you shall not bow 
yourself down to them,” Ex 20:5. 
But what if some renegade 
Hebrew simply “stood” before an 
idol and prayed? Do you suppose 
that if he had done such, and 
made the defense, “He said, ‘don’t 
bow’; he didn’t say, ‘don’t stand’“? 
Do you suppose the Lord would 
have been impressed with such a 
depraved defense? 

Can reasonable people not 
mentally anticipate the logical 
consequence of this type of 
reasoning? It throws wide open 
the gates of apostasy. Consider the 
following questions that surely 
could be posed by modern 
innovators. 

Why can’t we pray to Mary and 
the saints? The Bible doesn’t 
explicitly condemn it. 

Why can’t we observe 
communion on Saturday? The 
Bible doesn’t say not to. 

Why can’t we have Pepsi and 
pizza for communion? The Bible 
doesn’t forbid it. 

Why can’t we baptize babies? 
The New Testament doesn’t 
censure it. 

Why can’t we smoke 
marijuana in worship? No text 
prohibits it. 

It has become increasingly 
apparent that not only do we see a 
new generation emerging that 
knows practically nothing about 
the Scriptures, largely it is a people 
that cannot reason. Logic, to them, 
is like an alien language. 

For many, their entire religious 
emphasis (under a leaky umbrella 
they call “spiritual”) is one of 
feelings, self-centeredness, and an 
appeal to the carnal. 

 

Where Love Abides 
 

I turned an ancient poet’s book 
 And found upon the page,  
“Stone walls do not a prison make 
 Or iron bars a cage.” 
 
Yes, that is true, and something more 
 You’ll find where’er you roam 
That marble floors and gilded walls 

Can never make a home. 
  
But everywhere that love abides, 
 And friendship is a guest 
Is surely home, and home sweet home, 
 For there the soul can rest.  
 
 —Henry Van Dyke 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Our sister, Bernice, is in the 
hospital being treated for c. diff. 
Stanley’s uncle, Eugene, passed 
away earlier last week. The 
surgeries for Shane’s father and 
aunt were both successful.  

Please continue to pray for Lois 
Adams, Madelene Britnell, 
Carolyn Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice, 
and Polly McNatt… 


